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three categories—managers, candidates and students. The object of
the ashram was service of the motherland. It was considered essential
to observe the vows of truth, ahimsa, celibacy, non-stealing, non-
possession and control of the palate, in order to serve the people
effectively. Gandhi explained the vows thus:
The vow of truth: It is not enough that one ordinarily does not
resort to untruth; one ought to know that no deception may be
practised even for the good of the country, that truth may require
opposition even to one's parents and elders. Consider the celebrated
example of Prahlad.
The vow of ahimsa: It is not enough not to take the life of any
living being. The follower of this vow may not hurt even those whom
he believes to be unjust; he may not be angry with them, he must
love them: thus he would oppose the tyranny whether of parents,
governments or others, but will never hurt the tyrant. The foliower
of truth and ahimsa will conquer the tyrant by love, he will not
carry out the tyrant's will but he will suffer punishment even unto
death for disobeying his will until the tyrant himself is conquered.
The vow of celibacy: It is wellnigh impossible to observe the
foregoing two vows unless celibacy is also observed; for this vow it
is not enough that one does not look upon another woman with a
lustful eye, he has so to control his animal passions that they will
not be moved even in thought; if he is married, he will not have a
carnal mind regarding his wife, but considering her as his lifelong
friend, will establish with her the relationship of perfect purity.
Control of the palate : Until one has overcome the pleasures of the
palate it is difficult to observe the foregoing vows, more especially
that of celibacy. Control of the palate is, therefore, treated as a
separate observance. One desirous of serving the country will believe
that eating is necessary only for sustaining the body, he will, there-
fore, daily regulate and purify his diet and will either gradually or
immediately, in accordance with his ability, leave off such foods as
may tend to stimulate animal passions or are otherwise unnecessary.
The vow of non-stealing: It is not enough not to steal what is
commonly considered as other men's property. It is theft, if we use
articles which we do not really need. Nature provides from day to
day just enough, and no more for our daily needs.
The vow of non-possession: It is not enough not to possess and
keep much,, but it is necessary not to keep anything which may not

